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Narrative
Paxton is a small Worcester County community with a great store of
reverence for its history and its past. Turkey Hill Brook was used for
hunting and fishing by the Nipmucks, the Native Americans who lived in the
region before any white settlers had arrived in the early 1700s. The brook
also served as the site of the first mills, built to take advantage of the
brook's 90-foot drop through a steep gorge. For the next 180 years, Turkey
Hill Brook supplied power to a series of small mills that served the
farmers who lived in the surrounding countryside.
Residents point with particular pride to Moore State Park, a 400-acre
enclave which incorporates many of the historical sites in Paxton and
combines them with the beauty of thousands of azaleas and rhododendrons
planted by Florence Morton, one of the first women in Massachusetts to earn
a degree in landscape architecture, and the Spaulding family, when this
area was a private estate.
Paxton residents extend an open invitation to visitors to join them in
savoring the richness of their past.

(Narrative supplied by community)
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EGEOGRAPHY

Location

Central Massachusetts, bordered by Rutland on the north, Holden on the east,
Worcester on the southeast, Leicester on the south, and Spencer and Oakham on
the west. Paxton is 9 miles west of Worcester, 48 miles west of Boston, and 176
miles from New York City.

Total Area: 15.48 sq. miles
Land Area: 14.74 sq. miles
Population: 4,047
Density: 275 per sq. mile

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Barre Falls Dam Station)

Normal temperature in January..... 20.0°F

Normal temperature in July........ 67.2°F

Normal annual precipitation....... 421"
U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates

Paxton

Regional Planning Agency
Central Massachusetts
Metropolitan Statistical Area

(1993 Definition)
Worcester
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@GOVERNMENT

Municipal Offices
Main Number: (508) 753-2803
Telephone Numbers for Public Information

Form of Government
Board of Selectmen
Open Town Meeting

Year Incorporated
As a town: 1765

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)

Number %
Total Registered 2,483
Democrats 568 22.9
Republicans 468 18.8
Other parties 0 0.0
Unenrolled Voters 1,447 58.3

Legislators

Senators and Representatives by City and Town
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/telidx.htm
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/legis/citytown.htm

@DEMOGRAPHICS

Table DP-1. Profile of General Demographic Characteristics: 2000
Cecgraphic Area: Paxton town, Worcester County, Massachusetts

[Faor informati on on canfidertiality protection, nonsampling error, and definitions, see text)
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fHOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman) -

Town Stats - Free market Statistics

Subsidized Housing Units (pHCD 1998)

DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units

in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)

Conventional State: 0
Conventional Federal: 0
Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
State (MRVP: 0
Federal (Section 8): 0
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http://www.thewarrengroup.com/home/ts

@FINANCE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

The Massachusetts Division of Employment and Training

DET publishes the state’s monthly employment and unemployment report, analyzes the condition of the state’s
economy, examines economic trends, and formulates industry and occupational projections. All of these are essential
to public and private sector economists, employers, and public officials who use the information to formulate policy,
craft law, and make strategic decisions for the future.

Municipal Data Bank
Division of Local Services, Massachusetts Department of Revenue.

The Municipal Data Bank collects, analyzes and distributes financial, demographic and economic data on
Massachusetts cities and towns. Financial data comes from a series of reports that municipalities submit annually to
the Division of Local Services. Demographic and economic data is collected from other state and federal agencies.
The Data Bank develops and maintains systems to collect and distribute the information, assists users in interpretation
and use, participates in research projects with other agencies and organizations, and distributes reports which
summarize data analyses

Division of Transitional Assistance

The Massachusetts Department of Transitional Assistance (DTA), formerly known as the Department of Public
Welfare, is the state agency responsible for administering public assistance programs for needy citizens of the
Commonwealth
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http://www.detma.org/programs/economicdata.htm
http://www.state.ma.us/dls/mdm.htm
http://www.state.ma.us/dls/mdm.htm
http://www.state.ma.us/dta/dtatoday/facts/index.htm

E'TRANSPORTATION

TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS

Located in the Worcester area, which has three major cross-state highways:
the Worcester Turnpike (Route 9), Route 20, and the Massachusetts Turnpike.
I-495 borders to the east, I-190 links to the Fitchburg-Leominster area,
I-84 and I-395 connect to Connecticut and points south. The region is well
connected by rail and highway to the ports, airports, and intermodal
facilities of Boston and Providence.

Major Highways
Principal highways are State Routes 31, 56, and 122.

Rail
Passenger rail service to Boston, Providence, Springfield, and all other
points on the Amtrak network is available through neighboring Worcester.

Bus
Other

The Worcester Municipal Airport, a Primary Commercial (PR) facility with
scheduled passenger service, is easily accessible. It has 2 asphalt runways
5,500" and 6,999' long. Instrument approach available: Precision and
Non-precision.
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@CULTURE AND RECREATION

LIBRARIES

Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalo

MUSEUMS

(American Association of Museums)
Moll Art Center, Anna Maria College
Sunset Lane
(508) 849-3441

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Recreational Facilities (Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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http://www.mlin.lib.ma.us/flash3.html
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
http://www.state.ma.us/dem/rec-act.htm

@MISCELLANEOUS

HEALTH FACILITIES

(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals

None

Long Term Care
None
Hospices
None
Rest Homes
None
UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities

Department of Housing and Community Development
Mitt Romney, Governor, Jane Wallis Gumble, Director


http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However,
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.
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